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No business like 'Snow' business in Slava's clown show

By Chad Jones, STAFF WRITER

GOING to see "Slava's Snowshow" at San Francisco's Golden Gate Theatre is less an evening of theater than itis a
play date.

A lot of clown shows are playful — that's the point, right? But Russian clown Slava Polunin, who conceived and staged
the show (by arrangement with Gwenael Allan, whatever that means), seems less concerned with actual clowning than
he is with actual playing.

First off, the show, which opened Wednesday as part of the Best of Broadway series, is awfully short: 90 minutes, and
that includes a 20-minute intermission.

The first act is about 35 minutes and consists of Slava, wearing a distinctive baggy yellow jumpsuit, and nine or so other
clowns frolicking about on a stage lined with padded walls not unlike those you'd find in an old-fashioned asylum.

All the clowns have traditional red noses, but some wear green along with long-brimmed floppy hats, while others wear
yellow like Slava.

The clown bits are, frankly, not funny. Some in the opening-night audience howled, while others, myself among them,
looked at the stage in varying degrees of bafflement.

Accompanied by a very loud taped soundtrack (sound design by Rastyam Dubinikov) that includes European pop songs
from the'50s, "Mais Que Nada," the theme from "Chariots of Fire" and "Carmina Burana" among others, the clowns frolic
through swarms of bubbles, skitter through giant clouds of stage smoke and occasionally pull some slapstick pranks.

Act 1 ends with a giant cobwebby thing falling onto the head of audience members, and with their help, it is stretched all
the way to the back of the theater.

One of the funniest sights all night is watching people at intermission trying to get the cobweb filaments out of their hair
and off their clothes.

Act 2 is almost pure chaos. During the intermission, a squad of six green clowns commits merry mayhem among
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is filled with little strips of white paper or "snow." The green
clowns delight in starting "snowball" fights with great wads of
the confetti.

They also climb over the tops of people's heads and create an
indoor rainstorm with water bottles attached to scraggly
umbrellas.

The kids in the audience seem thrilled by the mess, as do a

It's how you know. few giddy aduls.

The onstage clowning begins again, and like in the first act,
each routine goes on too long.

Slava has one brilliant segment, which he did in Cirque du
Soleil's "Alegria," involving a coat on a coat rack. With Slava's
arm through one of the coat's sleeves, the coat seemingly
comes to life, and the two embark on a tender relationship.

Then the snowstorm hits, and it's a doozy.

Just when you think the show is over — Slava's up there taking many bows — giant, and | mean giant, inflated balloons
of many colors descend, and the audience goes into clown volleyball heaven.

"Slava's Snowshow" has been going on in one form or another since 1993 and has been around the world. It seems
people have a deficiency of paper snow and bouncy balls in their lives. Good thing Slava's here to fulfill those needs.

You can e-mail Chad Jones at cjones@angnewspapers.com or call (925) 416-4853. For more visit
http://www.insidebayarea.com/stage.
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